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Methods to Control Volunteer Wheat:  
Volunteer wheat can be controlled by tillage or herbicides. While tillage is often the most the 
cost effective method to control volunteer wheat, tillage is not appropriate on no-till and strip-till 
acreage. Additionally, tillage prior to planting may result in moisture loss due to evaporation 
from the seed germination zone that is vital for timely crop establishment especially on dryland 
acreage. Herbicides provide a good option for controlling volunteer wheat as well as the 
opportunity to also control fall weed pressure. Pre-plant burndown herbicides remove initial 
weed flushes as well as control volunteer wheat. This is a good opportunity to also tank-mix with 
a pre-plant herbicide with residual activity to extend herbicide control into the cropping season.  
 
Burndown and preplant herbicide options for volunteer wheat and broadleaf weed control. 

Product  Rate per Acre  Remarks 

Amber DF  0.28 – 0.56 oz  Must be incorporated into the top 1” of soil. Use with a disk drill. 
Requires rainfall to activate. 

Finesse DF  0.2 – 0.4 oz  Do  not  use  in  soils with  pH  greater  than  7.9.  Be  observant  of 
rotational restrictions. 

Hoelen 3EC  2.0‐2.66 pt  Provides  annual  grass  control,  but  requires  rainfall  to  activate 
within 7 days of application. 

glyphosate 
products  

   

               + 2,4‐D  Restrictions  2,4‐D  provides  some  residual  broadleaf  control,  but  if 
incorporating  2,4‐D,  you must wait  29  days  to  plant wheat  to 
avoid  crop  injury.  Pay  attention  to  label  restrictions.  DO  NOT 
apply on emerged wheat in the fall. 

              + dicamba  Restrictions  Maximum  dicamba  rate  of  8  oz/A  per  application.  There  is  a 
planting restriction of 10 days on the label. 

              + Sharpen  1.0‐2.0 oz  Do  not  apply  more  than  4.0  oz/A  and  do  not  apply  after 
emergence. Suggested spray volume of 15 GPA. 

Gramoxone SL  2.0– 4.0 pts  In  order  to  achieve  complete  control  of  volunteer wheat,  the 
application  should  be made  prior  to  tillering. Minimum  spray 
volume 10 GPA. 

 

Control your volunteer wheat to minimize disease and insect pressure 

and enhance yield potential for yourself and your neighbor! 

 


