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Contact information

• Website: http://sickcrops.tamu.edu/
• Go to “homeowners/gardeners” section for First 

Detector information and plant diseases, pests, 
and weeds in home gardens.

• rdfrench@ag.tamu.edu
• 806-677-5600



What is a SIGN?
The pathogen (or parts of) can be visually observed  on 

the host plant.



What is a SYMPTOM?
External or internal reaction or alteration of a plant due 

to the disease 

Some symptoms include: wilting, leaf spots, leaf curling, root rot, crown rot, stem rot,  
fruit rot, dieback, damping-off, scorching, leaf blotches, and stunting.



NPDN First Detector Program

• First Detector Training promotes awareness and 
early detection of exotic pests in the field. 

• NPDN recently released a free online professional 
development program that teaches how to monitor 
and respond to high-risk insects, weeds, and plant 
pathogens in crops including food, horticultural, 
and ornamental growing systems. 



NPDN First Detector Modules (1-4)

• Module 1: Mission of the NPDN and Agricultural 
Biosecurity

• Module 2: Monitoring for High Risk Pests
• Module 3: Quality and Secure Sample 

Submission
• Module 4: The Art and Science of Diagnosis –

Plant Pathogens and Arthropods







NPDN First Detector Modules (5-6)

• Module 5: Response Exercise Scenarios for High 
Risk Pests (only available online)

• Module 6: Effective Photos for Digital Sample 
Submission
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NPDN First Detectors: What's there for you?

• Handouts and training resources 
• Knowledge of where to submit samples and 

valuable information regarding high-risk pests
• Certificate of completion 
• Receive NPDN First Detector newsletter 

(optional) 
• Some diagnostic clinics may provide vouchers for 

free sample submission to participants



NPDN First Detectors: Action plan

• Go to: www.npdn.org to sign up for First Detector 
Training.

• Take the training modules at your own pace.
• Become a First Detector.
• Start Detecting.

• For more information on diseases, pests, and 
weeds, go to: http://sickgardens.tamu.edu or 
http://healthygardens.tamu.edu


