
As if the sugarcane aphid is not enough for us 
to be concerned about, a new invasive aphid to 
the United States was found in Lipscomb and 
Hockley counties on Tuesday, August 18. What 
is ironic is that Jim Elzner, crop advisor - 
Dumas, sent me a picture of the aphid on 
Tuesday morning. Then when I sent the photo 
to the Extension agents - IPM and Dr. Pat 
Porter that afternoon Kerry Siders called letting 
me know that someone had brought in some 
aphids to him that looked like the aphids Jim 
had found. Both of the colonies found in 
Lipscomb and Hockley counties were on 
sorghum.

This aphid is the Sipha maydis, but has no 
official common name. The aphids are black in 
color with a sclerotized dorsum and white 
spiney hairs on the body.

The aphid was first discovered in California in 
2007 on giant wild rice, Leymus condensatuse, 
and then in Georgia in 2012 on wheat in a 
greenhouse. it has been intercepted at the 
Florida Agricultural Interdiction Stations as 

winged adults on lettuce from 

California in 2011 and 2012. I first heard about 
this aphid from a news release in Entomology 
Today on February 3, 2015. The article stated 
that Tessa Grasswitz, a New Mexico State 
University entomologist, had found the new 
aphid in the Albuquerque area on oats. 
Colorado then conducted surveys and found the 
aphid on annual wheatgrass, unidentified 
wheatgrass, and hare barley in February and 
March of 2015. And some aphids were collected 
from wheat and barley fields in late March and 
early April of this year. The Colorado 
entomologists have proposed calling it the 
Hedgehog grain aphid. 

What I can find about this aphid is that there are 
30 different grass hosts this invasive aphid lives 
on including sorghum, but the preferred hosts 
are wheat and barley. It prefers drier and 
warmer climates. The aphid is a vector of the 
barley yellow dwarf virus. Feeding damage, as 
described by Dr. Grasswitz, is yellowing, rolling, 
and desiccation of leaves. Reports indicate the 
aphid cause yellowing of the leaf near where 
aphids are feeding, reduces leaf area, and 
inhibits head growth (Corrales et al. 2007). 
There is a sexual stage where eggs are laid and 
they can overwinter, but Colorado entomologist 
indicate observing non-sexual overwintering in 
Mesa County. Another concern is how quickly it 

can spread. An example to this is the 
spread in Argentina after it was 
discovered in 2002. It only took four 
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years for the aphid to spread across the grain 
producing areas as it took the Russian wheat 
aphid to spread in 10 years. However, we do 
not know if or when the aphid will become a 
pest or how quickly it will spread across the 
Texas high plains.

Based on the limited information management 
of the aphid will be to protect the flag leaf from 
feeding damage. We do not have any 
information on insecticides that would provide 
control of this pest.

However, this newly discovered aphid does 
pose a threat to our wheat production. Please 
contact your County Extension Agent, Extension  
Agent - IPM or Dr. Pat Porter and myself if you 
find these aphids.
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