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The graph at the right shows the activity of 
southwestern corn borer moths (SWCB) is generally 
increasing across the region.  The table provides 
specific moth trap data for the different trapping 
locations.  These trapping data show Dallam, Deaf 
Smith, Hansford, Hartley, Lipscomb, and Parmer 
counties are having substantial increases.  
Correspondingly, egg-laying activity is also 
increasing to infestation levels that have required 
fields to be treated.  Eggs are laid singly or in 
masses of two to three or more. Eggs overlap like 
fish scales or shingles. Freshly laid eggs are creamy 
white. One day later, three red bands appear across 
each egg. Eggs hatch in about 5 days.  Small larvae 
feed behind leaf collars and ears and beneath the 
shucks of the primary ear. Older larvae bore into the 
stalk and continue feeding. 
Corn hybrids with Bt events for lepidopteran provide 
excellent protection against SWCB infestations.  
Scout non-Bt hybrids for infestations requiring 
treatments.  The Texas AgriLife Extension guide E-
400, “Managing Insect and Mite Pests of Texas Corn”  
suggest “Insecticide should be applied when 20 
to 25 percent of the plants are infested with 
eggs or newly hatched larvae.”   

Late planted fields especially needs to be monitored 
because these fields can have extensive plant 
lodging before they are dry enough to harvest. 
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