
Panhandle Pest Report 

 As you go around checking wheat 

for possible freeze damage,  I would 

suggest you also scout for both the 

Russian Wheat Aphid and Greenbug.  

The snow and freezing temperatures 

did not do much to get rid of these 

insect pests.  Some fields have already 

been sprayed one to two times for the 

Russian Wheat Aphid and populations 

continue to build up across the area.  

And to a lesser extent, greenbugs can 

be found, but I have received reports 

of infestations being high enough for 

an insecticide application.   

 We do not want these aphids caus-

ing any additional yield loss, particu-

larly, if you were fortunate not to have 

had any significant losses from freeze 

damage.   

 I was with Brent Bean last Friday 

checking fields around the Amarillo 

and Bushland area for freeze damage.  

In the fields which did not sustain sig-

nificant freeze damage Russian wheat 

aphids were easily found in the tillers.   

Damage was also very common, as 

evident by white and purple longitudi-

nal streaks on leaves and stems.  

Where freeze damage was heavy and 

the end of tillers were dying, the Rus-

sian wheat aphids did not have any 

plant material to feed on.  In fields 

with less freeze damage the Russian 

wheat aphids were still found feeding 

in the curled tiller even though leaf tips 

were necrotic.  In one field almost 

every tiller was infested with Russian 

Wheat Aphids.   

 Looking only for damage symp-

toms may give a false indication of 

infestation level because we have had 

several weeks of previous infestations 

causing damage.  The following  table 

is available for making treatment deci-

sions.   

 Be sure and check for natural ene-

mies of the greenbug and Russian 

Wheat Aphids as lady beetles, minute 

pirate bugs, and parasitic wasps are 

present in fields.  In a small plot insec-

ticide test, these beneficial insects did a 

good job of cleaning up greenbug 

numbers in the untreated plots.  But, 

the beneficial insects were not as effec-

tive against the Russian wheat aphids 

in the curled up tillers.   

 Generally, chlorpyrifos at labeled 

rates (0.5 to 1.0 pt./acre) have been 

providing effective control for both of 

these pests this season.  The higher 

rate may be best for Russian wheat 

aphid. 

Russian Wheat Aphids 
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