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A WORD FROM THE NEW AGRILIFE EXTENSION 
ENTOMOLOGIST FOR THE TEXAS PANHANDLE 

Greetings 

My name is José Santiago-González. I was recently hired as an AgriLife 

Extension entomologist for the Texas High Plains (Extension District 1) based at 

the Texas A&M AgriLife Research and Extension Center at Amarillo 

(https://amarillo.tamu.edu/).  I am honored and grateful for the opportunity to 

serve the community in the Texas Panhandle and plan to get the most out of this 

experience. My position is tailored to support growers with integrated pest 

management (IPM). However, I’m very willing to help with other entomological 

concerns as the need arises. Check out my onboard article published by Texas 

A&M AgriLife last month. (https://agrilifetoday.tamu.edu/2023/01/06/santiago-

gonzalez/).  

My first month at the job was an enriching one. I have met with AgriLife 

Extension entomologists and IPM agents. Moreover, I have participated in agency programming conducted at several 

counties across the district and have been learning from growers, county agents and our specialists about some of the 

most important challenges to producing crops within the Texas High Plains. Semi-arid conditions, high winds, frequent 

drought events, limited irrigation capabilities, herbicide-resistant weeds, detrimental pathogens and pests of crops, 

increasing costs of production and the list may go on. Despite all this, I've seen the enthusiasm, faith and determination to 

continue working around those challenges through collective effort. This amazes me and I am excited to join to do my part 

in pursuing the common good. To improve the lives of Texans. May God almighty help me to do so.  

I had the opportunity to consult with several growers about their preferred forms of AgriLife Extension 

communication so I can reach them with news and information. I learned that social media, and specifically the Twitter 

platform, works well for them. Consistent with stakeholders' recommendations, I recently opened a Twitter account in which  

I plan to post not only about IPM topics but also information that could be relevant for producers in our region. That said, 

please follow me on Twitter with the username @TXPanhandle_IPM. I greatly appreciate the help of Travis Taylor, who is a 
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grower within the region, for all the great ideas he provided to me in this regard. I will try to keep improving through 

constructive feedback!! 

Texas Panhandle Pest Update 

Wheat producers and consultants!! Be on the lookout for 
this pest!! 

I recently received a notification from Dr. Pat Porter, AgriLife Extension entomologist based at the Texas A&M 

AgriLife Research and Extension Center at Lubbock, and Kerry Siders, AgriLife Extension IPM agent for Hockley and Cochran 

counties (D-2). This notification was in the sense that they are receiving insect identification inquiries from producers out of 

Colorado City and Cochran County. They positively identified Army cutworms in wheat fields out of these locations. 

Information regarding the management of Army cutworms can be found here: Managing-Insect-and-Mite-Pests-of-Texas-

Small-Grains.pdf (tamu.edu) Bynum, E., Knutson A., Reed B. and Gonzales JD 2018. Managing Insect and Mite Pests of Texas 

Small Grains. ENTO-084. 

A summary of important points extracted from the document attached regarding Army cutworm and other cutworm 

species attacking wheat.  

• Cutworm moths lay eggs in grassy, weedy fields; army cutworm moths lay eggs even on bare soil. Newly hatched 

cutworms are brown to black and feed on small grain seedlings.  

• The larvae clip the aboveground part of the plant from the root system at or below the soil surface.  

• Infested fields look as if they have been closely grazed, and the damage may be “clumped” in spots in the field. 

• By mid-to-late winter, the larvae in small grains can be ⅜ to 1½ inches long.  

• Large populations can cause considerable damage by defoliating plants and reducing stands, especially in 

February and March as the grains begin to green up.  

• In outbreak years, fields can have 10 to 20 cutworms per square foot.  

• On sunny days, they will be under debris or slightly below the soil surface.  

• Consider applying insecticide when infestations reach four to five cutworms per square foot. 

 

 

 

Adapted from the publication Bynum, E., Knutson A., Reed B. and Gonzales JD 2018. Managing Insect and Mite 

Pests of Texas Small Grains. ENTO-084. Managing-Insect-and-Mite-Pests-of-Texas-Small-Grains.pdf (tamu.edu) 

 

https://ccag.tamu.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/10/2020/09/Managing-Insect-and-Mite-Pests-of-Texas-Small-Grains.pdf
https://ccag.tamu.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/10/2020/09/Managing-Insect-and-Mite-Pests-of-Texas-Small-Grains.pdf
https://ccag.tamu.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/10/2020/09/Managing-Insect-and-Mite-Pests-of-Texas-Small-Grains.pdf


 

 

AgriLife Extension  
agrilifeurl.edu 

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension is an equal opportunity employer and program provider. 

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension provides equal opportunities in its programs and employment to all persons, regardless of race, color, sex, religion, national origin, disability, age, genetic 

information, veteran status, sexual orientation, or gender identity. The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts of Texas 

Cooperating 

3  

 

                              

Pict 1 and 2: Army cutworm moth and larvae. Credit. Dr. Pat Porter, Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service 

 

Data generated in an efficacy trial conducted by Blayne Reed and others in an infested wheat field in Swisher 

County in 2020 revealed that the use of Baythriod XL® (a.i. beta-cyfluthrin) at 1.8 fl oz/A + 1% v/v Crop oil Concentrate and 

sprayed at approximately 16 gallons/A, significantly increased the mortality percentage of the pest population 3 days after 

the treatment (73%) compared to the untreated check (31%). Furthermore, the percentage mortality of army cutworms in 

wheat significantly increased with the application of the pyrethroid insecticide 10 days after the treatment (60%) compared 

to the untreated check (15%) and the insecticides Prevathon® (also sold as Vantacor®) (a.i. chlorantraniliprole  10 to 14 fl 

oz /A) (35-36%) and  Blackhawk®  (a.i. Spinosad 2.2 fl oz/A)(32%) under the conditions tested.  The authors concluded that 

the active ingredient beta-cyfluthrin was the most effective compared to the rest of the evaluated treatments. Notice, this 

was an efficacy trial intended to assess the activity of these active ingredients over the pest under controlled conditions. 

Army cutworms are not included in the small cereal grain crop section of products Prevathon®, (Vantacor®) and/or 

Blackhawk®. However, it might be included in other crop sections of the same pesticide label.  

Figure 1. Percent mortality of the army cutworm by treatment overtime. (P<0.05) 
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Be advised that the product Vantacor® is a highly concentrated formulation of the product Prevathon®. Make 

sure to read the pesticide label before any intended use. Abide strictly by the specifications contained on the pesticide 

product label. Recall that the label is the law. For questions regarding this trial, please contact the AgriLife Extension IPM 

agent for Hale / Swisher Co. Blayne Reed  blayne.reed@ag.tamu.edu. Phone. 806-291-5274. Follow Blayne on Twitter with 

the username @PlainsPestMgmt. 

Handy Bt trait table: Updated for 2023! 

The updated version of the Handy Bt trait table has been posted effective Feb. 2. Dr. Pat Porter, who contributes to 

updating this information annually, mentioned to me that the seed companies are changing the names of their products. In 

that sense, the table includes both the former and new trading names so end-users with previous experience using former 

products could easily relate to the new ones. Similarly, older trait packages, with limited or no commercial availability, 

remain on the table for historical reference.  End-users can trace back the previous year’s planting records, seed guides and 

research results for interpretation purposes. That is why the Handy Bt trait table is a great source for past and present Bt 

trait information. The table includes information regarding the new RNAi technology for controlling corn rootworms, 

herbicide traits and the cases of known insect resistance to specific Bt proteins or protein packages.’ Great deal!! Check it 

out!! Follow this link for the information. (https://www.texasinsects.org/bt-corn-trait-table.html). 

That is all for now folks. I hope this could benefit you. Attached is my contact information for inquiries, suggestions, and 

constructive feedback. Please let me know how I can be of assistance. Many thanks.  

Follow me on Twitter at: 

                @TXPanhandle_IPM 

 

 

The information given herein is for educational purposes only. Reference to commercial products or trade names is 

made with the understanding that no discrimination is intended and no endorsement by the Texas A&M AgriLife 

Extension Service is implied. 

mailto:blayne.reed@ag.tamu.edu
https://www.texasinsects.org/bt-corn-trait-table.html

